
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1259July 18, 2000
he has left a lasting impression on those who
came to know him, and the principles that
guided him will now serve as guideposts for
those he leaves behind. He shall surely be
missed. I feel certain, however, that he would
want all of us to rejoice in his life and the time
he spent on this earth.
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
today I recognize the outstanding accomplish-
ments of one of my younger constituents,
Alexis Devin Black. Miss Black was recently
selected as the Grand Prize Winner of the
‘‘My Prayer for America’’ contest conducted by
KQCV, a Christian radio station in Oklahoma
City. I would like to draw my colleagues’ atten-
tion to this 13-year-old’s eloquent prose, My
Prayer for America, which outlines the charac-
teristics that many hope our future America
will acquire. Miss Black’s special prayer fol-
lows:

MY PRAYER FOR AMERICA

(BY ALEXIS DEVIN BLACK)
Dear God,

My prayer for America comes from younger
lips, but it speaks the truth of experience. I
pray countless things for America, but above
all I pray America come back to its fore-
father’s beliefs. America’s history speaks
many things, but one that was spoken so
clearly from the beginning was You. I pray
that America will look at America and stop
trying to save a world from problems that
arise from some of its own influences.

My prayer for America comes from sighted
eyes, but it has looked through blind ones. I
pray America will realize that all people are
truly created equal and though some may be
different, that does not make them a lesser
person. I pray that one day a disability can
be ignored and a person recognized.

My prayer for America comes from a stable
home, but it can easily recognize a broken
one. America has created a chicken exit for
those who cannot handle marriage. They call
it divorce. I pray that even if couples only
‘‘stay together for the kids’’ that they will
stay together, not just for their children, but
for You.

My prayer for America is one of hope, but it
knows degeneration. America has degen-
erated in every possible and driven God
away, therefore falling into its present state.
I pray we will, as Americans, take responsi-
bility for our actions and stop blaming our
country. For a country can be no stronger,
or righteous than its citizens. Amen
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the families of those passengers killed in
TWA Flight 800. It has been four years since
the Boeing 747 exploded over the ocean, 10
miles from Smith Point Park in Long Island,

killing all 229 passengers and crew. Yester-
day, the families of those aboard came to-
gether on the anniversary of the July 17,
1996, crash to remember their loved ones and
to break ground on the memorial that will
honor the memory of all those who were lost
on that fateful night four years ago.

The memorial will have the names of all 229
people killed on Flight 800 chiseled into a
curving slab of black granite, the centerpiece
of a 2-acre garden that is scheduled for com-
pletion on the fifth anniversary of the crash
one year from now. The memorial will provide
a place for the families of the victims to go
and pay tribute to their loved ones.

These families will always remember the
day the jet burst into flames at about 8:45
p.m. and then plummeted into the dark waters.
What ensued was a massive search over five
square miles of debris in the open ocean.
Hours later, the Coast Guard and rescue
workers began the sad, sad task of turning
their rescue mission into a recovery mission.

While the cause of the crash remains uncer-
tain, the end result is still the same. Families
that were once happy and complete still expe-
rience a deep sense of loss that endures. Life
will continue for the parents, husbands, wives
and children of those lost and though the
years will pass, these families will never again
be whole.

On this anniversary of TWA Flight 800, I en-
courage everyone to pause and remember the
victims and their families. Remember those
who waited so many hours only to learn that
there was no hope for survivors. These are
the people that struggle to make it through
every day without those who were lost. For
most of us, the events of that day have begun
to fade into vague memory. For the families
devastated by this tragedy, the memories will
be forever vivid and full of pain. Let us take
this day to rededicate ourselves to the mem-
ory of those lost on this day in 1996.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor a proud example of American
family values, the Phillip White Family Re-
union.

Phillip White, Sr., was born a South Caro-
lina slave in 1810. By 1870, he and his wife
Elizabeth had established roots in Newnan,
Corveta County, Georgia. They gave birth to
four children during slavery, and one other
child four years after the end of the civil war.
Amazingly, they kept their family group to-
gether while enduring that most evil of institu-
tions. Their model of love of family endures to
this day.

Since that time, the Phillip White Family has
established itself in many states in this great
nation, including Maryland, Michigan, Georgia,
Ohio, California, Connecticut, New York, and
especially in my own District in Philadelphia.

Mr. Speaker, the Phillip White Family began
holding its reunions on the fourth Sunday in
July in the early 1900’s in Monroe, Georgia. In
1969, these family meetings evolved into to-
day’s Phillip White Family Reunion.

Each year, the reunion is held in a different
city. Fittingly, the first White Family Reunion of
the new millennium will be held in America’s
First City, my own Philadelphia. I am proud to
welcome this great family to our fine city and
I invite all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring them today.
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Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker
and my distinguished colleagues, I ask that
you join me today in recognizing the achieve-
ments of a group of youngsters from the Mar-
garet M. Generali K–5 School in Waterbury,
Connecticut. The students, along with their
student council advisor, Mrs. Laura Dunlap,
succeeded in raising over $1,500 for the Na-
tional World War II Memorial.

Mrs. Dunlap and the schools’ student coun-
cil members worked for two months at their
fundraising campaign, including $1,000 raised
standing outside a local grocery store. More-
over, the students did not merely rely on
adults to donate money; $563 was given to
the fundraising effort by their fellow class-
mates from Generali School.

At a time when young people are often
tempted in harmful directions, it is especially
important to acknowledge and reward positive
efforts made by our newest generation. The
students of Margaret M. Generali K–5 School
are the very youngest in our public school sys-
tem. Yet, through their fundraising, they have
demonstrated an understanding and patriotism
that is a credit to any age group.

These youngsters clearly recognize the con-
tributions of the millions of men and women
who fought and died in a war fifty years before
they were born. They decided to make it their
goal to help build a memorial honoring those
courageous heroes of World War II.

On behalf of the House of Representatives
and World War II Veterans and their families
throughout our great nation, I want to thank
the students of the Margaret M. Generali K–5
School for their hard work, their commitment,
and their patriotism. It is gratifying to know
that these industrious, bright, young Ameri-
cans will be the ones leading America in the
future.
f
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Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, the amended
version of H.R. 894, which we are considering
today does not include the section in the origi-
nal bill that provided compensation to the vic-
tims of the crimes covered under this bill. This
section, which would have transferred
$100,000 to each victim of these crimes, was
removed from the legislation over a year ago.
In fact, the version of Aimee’s Law that the
House passed by a vote of 412 to 15 on June

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:45 Jul 19, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17JY8.013 pfrm04 PsN: E18PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T10:14:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




